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Dear Kathmandu Kids,

We are very pleased to share the news and
progress of the 53 children in the Betini Education
Scholarship Program.

This was an important quarter for the students,
with final examinations completed, strong school-
level results, six passing their Secondary Education
Examination (SEE), and five young people
completing Grade 12. Alongside regular school and
home monitoring, young people also took part in
peer education, extracurricular activities and a
practical volunteering placement, while families
continued strengthening their livelihoods.

This Quarter at a Glance

e 30 school visits and 77 home visits

e Education materials provided to 28 students

e 17 of 19 school-level students passed final
exams

e 6 students passed SEE

e 5 students completed Grade 12

e 5 diploma students sat exams and are awaiting
results

e 23 youth participated in Peer Education
training

e Tshewang completed a volunteering placement

e 5 goats passed on to new families

e Families earned NPR 243,500 (approx. AUD
2800) from goat and buffalo sales

e Held Social Audit and Project Advisory meeting

Education & Child Progress

During 30 school visits, the team met with students
and teachers to review attendance, participation
and academic progress. Most students were
attending regularly and several also represented
their schools through dance, volleyball and
environmental activities.

Above: Dawa Gyalmu, Class 8, Arjun Basic
School
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Above: Dawa Dolma, Class 9, Rukmini Secondary
School

Above: Dolma, Class 12, Bal Sudhar Secondary
School

Above: Laxmi, Class 12, Mahadev Secondary School

Above: Dawa Dolma, third from left, participating in a
school dance competition

Above: Sonam, third from right, representing
Dupcheshwor RM in a district volleyball
competition

Above: Dawa Gyalmu, third from the corner,
taking part in her school’s plantation program
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5> Education Materials Distribution

Educational materials, including notebooks and
pens, were provided to 28 students this quarter.
The remaining 25 students had completed their
SEE, Grade 11, Grade 12 or three-year diploma
exams and were awaiting results, so they didn’t
require new materials during this period.

Above: Dolma with education materials

Above: Distribution in Rukmini School

Above: Preetimaya with education materials

5* Exam Results — Progress and Next
Steps

Final exam results were received for most students
this quarter. Of the 53 students supported, 50 sat
exams, while 3 will sit theirs in August.

So far:

e 28 students passed and progressed; 3 with
Distinctions, 12 in 1%t Division, and 13 in 2™
Division.

e 17 didn’t pass (1 can sit chance exam, 16
will repeat)

e Results are still pending for five Diploma in
Plant Science students.

Of those progressing, 17 passed school-level
exams, six passed SEE, and five completed Grade
12.

School-Level Results
A very encouraging 89% pass rate!

Of the 19 students in Classes 1-9 and Grade 11
who sat final examinations, 17 passed:

e 1 Distinction

e 8 1% Divisions

e 82" Divisions
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Above: Dawa Dolma, Class 8, Distinction (85%)

Above: Dawa Dolma, Class 8, First Division (79%)

Above: Jit Bahadur, Class 11, First Division (79%)

Above: Sabina, Class 7, First Division (79 %)

Above: Tshewang, Class 11, First Division (76%)

Above: Dawa Gyalmu, Class 7, First Division
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Secondary Education Exam Results (SEE)

A total of 16 students sat SEE this year - 4 regular
students and 12 who were repeating. 6 passed — 1
in 15t Division and 5 in 2" Division.

Several came extremely close. Four missed the
pass mark by only 1 percentage point, while most
experienced difficulty in Maths, followed by English
and Science.

The 10 that didn’t pass the first time around will be
supported to prepare for the 2027 exams. 5 have
already enrolled in regular classes for the subjects
they need to repeat, with the others expected to
join shortly.

Above: Sudikchhya, SEE, First Division
Grade 12 Results and Future Plans

5 of the 11 Grade 12 students passed — two with
Distinctions and three in 1st Division. One further
student will sit a chance exam, while five will
repeat the academic year.

All five graduates plan to continue their
education:

e two in Bachelor of Management programs

e two in Bachelor of Hotel Management

e oneina Bachelor of Education

Several are also beginning to explore longer-term
career goals with the help of SCAI. Ram Krishna is
preparing for the Public Service Commission exam,
Laxmi hopes to sit the Teacher Service Commission
exam, and Sunit plans to study Korean as he
considers future employment in South Korea.

Above: Laxmi, Class 12, First Division

Above: Manisha, Class 12, Distinction (87%)
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Above: Ramkrishna, Class 12, Distinction (82%)

Above: Sunit, Class 12, First Division

Above: Binod, Class 12, First Division

Diploma students awaiting results

Five young people have now completed their final
examinations for the three-year Diploma in Plant
Science and are awaiting their results. Their next
study or employment steps will be shared once
results are confirmed.

"I Learning Beyond the Classroom

Tshewang’s First Volunteering Experience

After completing his Year 11 exams, Tshewang
Sherpa undertook a week-long volunteering
placement with RUDEC Nepal, assisting with field
surveys for an agricultural project.

The placement gave him practical experience in
community engagement, project monitoring and
fieldwork. The RUDEC team described him as
enthusiastic and eager to learn, while Tshewang
said he particularly enjoyed interacting with
community members and working alongside
experienced staff.

E Young People Supporting Their Peers

A further 23 young people — 13 girls and 10 boys
— completed Peer Education training in
partnership with Dupcheshwor Rural Municipality.

www.facebook.com/SCAI.Aust

WWwWWw.scai.org.au


http://www.facebook.com/SCAI.Aust
http://www.scai.org.au/

Sunrise Children’s Association Inc.

“Bringing a brighter future to the children of Nepal”

They developed practical skills in active listening,
peer counselling, communication and positive
relationships, and explored the responsibilities of
supporting other young people facing social
challenges.

Participants plan to share what they learned within
their communities to help inspire others to make
positive life choices and requested future refresher
training to strengthen their skills further.

Above: Peer Education session

age

Staying Connected to Families
Regular home monitoring continued through 77
visits this quarter. Most children were continuing
to study regularly, complete their homework and
receive encouragement from their guardians. Many
also helped with household responsibilities during
weekends and school holidays while continuing
their studies.

Jay’s renewed determination

After initially deciding not to continue following
another unsuccessful Mathematics result, Jay
received counselling and encouragement during a
home visit. Although he did not pass the chance
examination, he has now enrolled in regular
Mathematics classes, is attending consistently and
is determined to pass SEE in 2027.

Above: Dawa Dolma with her grandmother

Above: Nema Maya with her mother

Above: Sapana with her mother
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Above: Sarita with her grandmother

Above: Rashmita with her grandfather

Family Livelihoods

Although no new loans were issued this quarter by
the coop, families continued growing the
livelihoods established through earlier support.

Eight families earned a combined NPR 113,500
from goat sales (approx. AUD 1250), while four
earned NPR 130,000 (approx. AUD 1400) from
buffalo sales. This additional income is helping
families cover daily household needs and
strengthen their ability to support their children.

Families also repaid NPR 130,000 (approx. AUD
1400) in loans, while cooperative members saved
NPR 8,800 (approx. AUD 100) in April.

Above: Manisha’s grandmother with her chickens

Above: Sapana’s mother with her chickens

Above: Milan’s grandmother with her goats
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Above: Tshring’s mother with her goats

Above: Laxmi’s mother with her goats

Above: Rojlal’s mother with her buffalo

Above: Rashmita with her buffalo

€1 Goat Program Progress

This quarter, five female goats were passed on to
new families, bringing the program to:
e 72 participating households
e 169 goats currently in the program
e 108 goats passed on since the program
began

Each goat passed on gives another family the
opportunity to begin building its own livestock
income, allowing the benefits to continue
spreading through the community.

Above: Kanchhi handing a goat to guardian
Thulimaya
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Above: Miya handing a goat to guardian
Kanchhi
@ Cooperative Progress

Work continued on the merger of the
Dupcheshwor Agricultural Cooperative with the
larger Sana Kisan Cooperative network.

The process, once completed, is expected to give

members access to broader financial services,
technical support and stronger long-term
management.

& Community Accountability and Local
Commitment

A Social Audit and Local Project Advisory
Committee meeting were held this quarter, giving
community members, beneficiaries and local
government representatives an opportunity to
review progress, expenditure and challenges, and
provide feedback on the project.

Officials from Dupcheshwor and Tadi Rural
Municipalities recognised the program’s
contribution to improving children’s access to
education and highlighted the value of helping
young people move into technical study and future
employment.

Both municipalities also confirmed an important
child-protection commitment: rather than sending
vulnerable or unaccompanied children into
institutional care, they have adopted policies and
allocated funding to help children remain safely
within  families and communities wherever
possible.

Above: Social Audit

_/» Sabita - From Scholarship Student to
Teacher

Sabitra lost her father when she was just four
years old. After her mother remarried, she and her
younger brother were raised by their grandparents,
who had very limited income from farming and
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struggled to meet even their basic needs. As a
result, Sabitra was at risk of dropping out of school.

Sabitra joined the scholarship program in 2018,
giving her the chance to remain in school and keep
working toward the future she wanted. With
regular monitoring and support, and a great deal of
determination, she went on to pass her SEE,
complete Grade 12 in First Division, and never gave
up on her dream of becoming a teacher.

Today, Sabitra is working as a temporary basic-
level teacher in her own village — helping children
from the same community where she grew up.

“I am very grateful to SCAI and RUDEC for
supporting my education and helping me become
who | am today.”

Her journey from a child at risk of leaving school to
a young woman now teaching others is a powerful
example of what long-term support can make
possible.

Kanchhi's Story — Breaking the Cycle
Through Education

After her husband died from cancer, Kanchhi was
left to support her family with no stable source of
income. Due to ongoing financial hardship, her own
children were unable to complete their education.

Years later, when her divorced daughter returned
home with her young son, Tshiring, and no support
from his father, Kanchhi was determined that
history would not repeat itself.

Tshiring joined the Betini Education Scholarship
Program, while Kanchhi received livelihood training
and a small loan of approximately AUD $166 to
purchase three female goats.

After successfully repaying the loan and reinvesting
her earnings, Kanchhi now owns 18 goats and 16
chickens and earns around NPR 250,000
(approximately AUD $2,700) each year. The
additional income has provided greater financial
security for the family and enabled Tshiring to
continue his education. He is now studying in Class
10.

Today, Kanchhi is proud that, although her own
children were unable to finish school, her grandson
now has the opportunity to complete his education
and pursue a brighter future.

“I am very thankful to SCAl and RUDEC for
supporting my grandson's education, providing
livelihood training and access to a loan, which have
helped improve our family's income and build a
better future."

From all of us at SCAI in Australia and Nepal, thank
you for your kindness, generosity and belief in our
children. Together, we're creating brighter futures,
one child and one family at a time. With heartfelt
thanks,

Emma and the SCAI Nepal team
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